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On Oct. 16, William Borja, president of the nation's public employee union federation (Federacion
Nacional de Trabajadores al Servicio del Estado-FENALTRASE), reiterated plans for a 24-hour
nation-wide work stoppage scheduled for the following day. FENALTRASE organized the strike
action to protest the government's plans to dismiss thousands of people employed in state-run
companies. Civil servants are also demanding a salary hike that compensates for inflation in
1992. The government has ordered a 22% across-the-board increase. The Federation's union
affiliates claim a total of 400,000 members. On Oct. 15, President Cesar Gaviria said the strike was
illegal, and warned public employees that they will be subject to severe sanctions if they choose
to participate in the work stoppage. Sanctions range from dismissal, black listing (throughout
the nation's public administration and state-run companies), six months to three-year jail terms,
and fines of 2,000 to 20,000 pesos (US$3 to US$35). FENALTRASE spokespersons said essential
services e.g., medical, electricity, water, telephones would be maintained during the work stoppage.
FENALTRASE president Borja said the work stoppage would be the first of several. He asserted that
the government negotiates with drug traffickers and guerrillas, but treats workers like criminals.
Late Thursday, government officials described the strike as a colossal failure, since most public
employees went to work and performed their assigned duties. Labor Minister Francisco Posada de
la Pena said teachers shut down a few schools across the country. Borja said civil servants performed
brilliantly throughout the day. Most of the 400,000 employees affiliated with FENALTRASE,
according to Borja, went to work where they participated in sit-down strikes. He added that despite
government statements to the contrary, public employees did not carry out normal activities on the
job. (Basic data from several reports by EFE, 10/16/91, 10/17/91)
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